Cat's territorial marking
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A cat, male or female, marks its territory by facing away from an upright object and spraying urine in short spurts while holding the tail straight up and quivering. Middening, the deposit of faeces in the open, is another means by which a cat shows the territory is occupied. Scratching is the third method as a cat has scent glands on the side of its pads and this also leaves scent on the cat's normal pathways. Usually a cat marks its territory outside and if it starts to mark indoors this is a sign that it no longer feels secure in the house. It then usually marks in many areas but especially round doors and other ways in and out. The cause of the insecurity has to be discovered and remedied if the problem is to be solved.

Causes of insecurity.


Cat breeds which are most intelligent and sensitive are most likely to spray. All cats spray more when made anxious by a change in routine, by punishment, by a move to a new house, even by a rearrangement of the furniture and when a new cat or other pet is introduced. When we are there, such a cat usually feels secure so it seldom sprays in our presence, making it difficult to find the situations under which spraying occurs or even which cat, if there is more than one. With situations that cannot be remedied, such as a move to a new house, it can help to leave the cat in a small area with all its toys, food and bed while you are away and keep the cat close to you when you get back, using its sense of security in your presence to deter spraying in the house.


A newly installed cat flap may cause intense spraying if a strange cat uses the flap to enter the house in the owner's absence. Should this happen, the flap should be boarded up and a short term sedative given to the cat.

Cleaning up.


The urine and faecal matter have to be cleaned up effectively as if the scent just loses some its strength the cat's instinct is to renew the scent. Be sure the cleaning compounds you use do not contain ammonia or chlorine (bleach) as these are components of a cat's urine and will lead the cat to cover up what smells like another cat's urine. It is best to use a detergent such as President’s Choice laundry detergent with enzymic action. This contains a proteolytic enzyme which breaks down proteins so they become water soluble, followed by a 50:50 white vinegar/water solution, then dry.

To deter spraying.


After cleaning each spray post, place a saucer of dry cat food at each position. Cats will not spray in an area where they eat. In every room that has been sprayed distribute the cat's toys, beds, litter boxes and scratching posts to reassure the cat that this is its territory so spraying is not necessary. 

