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1) Other animals confined to one place.


If an animal, such as an infirm old dog or a guinea pig in a cage, is always in a certain area, training is used to make the dog avoid that area. It is much easier if there is a physical edge to the area the dog must avoid, such as a rug on which stands the table with the guinea pig cage. The infirm old dog might be lying on bedding on the kitchen floor and a border of black tape might be used to show the area the younger dog must not enter. No marking on the floor is needed if the dog is to be taught not to go through a doorway into a room.


Start training by leading the dog with your left hand up to the edge of the forbidden territory. I will demonstrate to you how to use your right hand to indicate the area not to enter and draw an invisible wall at that point while gently (because the dog is just learning) saying "No" if it steps forward and praise if it steps or pulls back. This is repeated at intervals all round the edge.


Repeat until the dog begins to pull back as you approach the boundary and reward this with great praise.


To reinforce the learning you could put the dog on a 15 foot nylon rope (Canadian Tire) and sit, holding the rope so the dog has freedom to enter the zone. As he approaches, warn with a low, long drawn out "Careful" and if he still steps over the edge, give a sharp jerk on the line and shout "No".

2) Other animals running free.


Cats are the most usual animals running free in the house that dogs have to be taught not to chase. Put the cat in a good sized room and close the door. Sit with the dog beside you, on a leash to a flat collar. If the dog goes to approach the cat, give a sharp jerk on the leash and the command "Leave it". After the dog has given up all attempts to approach the cat, get up and walk slowly up and down the room, passing the area where the cat is sitting. Again correct any interest the dog shows in the cat. With time, most dogs move away from the cat each time you pass and this should be praised. This is enough for the first lesson, which should last about half an hour. Separate the animals for a few hours before resuming training.


Start the second lesson like the first, quickly  reminding the dog to "leave it" when you are sitting and then when you walk past the cat with a short leash. Then sit at a distance from the cat and put a 15 foot nylon rope to the dog's broad collar. Give the dog freedom to roam round the room but don't allow much slack in the rope so you always have control. If the dog gets too close to the cat warn him to leave it. If the dog springs at the cat or tries to chase it, stop the movement immediately with a jerk and pull on the rope accompanied by a scolding. Have the dog beside you until he has quietened down, then again give him the freedom of the room on the end of the rope. When the dog, on many occasions, seems to have learnt to ignore the cat when on the long line, let go the end of the line but remain on guard to warn the dog if it shows any aggression towards the cat. Leaving the trailing line to the dog's collar will allow you to jump up and grab the rope, so controlling the dog, if aggression occurs.


When the dog seems to have learnt to ignore the cat, the nylon line can be removed but the animals should still be supervised. Allow a long period of uneventful interaction between the animals before you allow them to be together while you are not at home. The cat should have a high place where it can get away from the dog if the dog gets too excited while you are away.  

