Community ecology lab






Biology 404

Lab Components
(1)  Formulate a hypothesis and design a sampling scheme that makes community-level comparisons of mite assemblages.

(2)  Sort your collected samples into analyzable data.
(3)  Use multivariate techniques with your community data to test your hypotheses.  

These three components should serve as the basis for your lab report.
More Specifically
Initial hypothesis and sampling was done in class (the day you collected soil samples).

Mite sorting, species ID and other data generation was done in the lab.

The community analyses are what you did in the stats lab.  Your report must at least incorporate these four analyses:

· Diversity indices

· MDS ordinations (and underlying similarity matrices)

· ANOSIM

· SIMPER

Be sure to discuss how these analyses work, what they tell you, and how the results test your hypothesis and help you understand more about the mite communities you sampled.
